
Pulse Oximetry Screening

Algorithm

Screening should be performed 2 to 24 hours after birth on 
all well newborn infants with a gestational age ≥ 35 weeks

Perform the test on one foot

First Screen

Second Screen

Third Screen

Sats ≥ 95%  

PASS 

Screening complete

Sats ≥ 95%  

PASS 

Screening complete

Sats ≥ 95%  

PASS 

Screening complete

Sats 90-94%

Sats 90-94%

Sats < 90% 

TARGET NOT 

REACHED 

Refer for medical 

assessment

Sats < 90% 

TARGET NOT 

REACHED 

Refer for medical 

assessment

Sats ≤ 94% 

TARGET NOT 

REACHED 

Refer for medical 

assessment

Repeat in 1-2 hours 

Repeat in 1-2 hours 

Refer all infants who fail to reach pulse oximetry targets to the paediatric service.

Clinical concern at any stage warrants immediate referral.


