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NEWBORN OBSERVATION CHART NEWBORN EARLY WARNING 
SCORE (NOC/NEWS) 

Quick Reference Guide 

Early recognition and response is crucial to achieve good outcomes 

The use of an early warning system incorporated within the chart, provides a tool that can be 

used to identify earlier any deterioration in the newborn such as development of neonatal 

encephalopathy and promote timely and appropriate management. 

 

Benefits:  

Using a national Newborn Observation Chart incorporating an Early Warning Score for all babies: 

1. To provide a standardised, accepted tool with agreed parameters for early recognition of 

deterioration in the newborn 

2. A means to respond timely and access higher levels of care earlier, to improve outcomes. 

3.  To improve communication among clinical teams  

 

How does the Newborn Observation Chart work? 

 

 

Process 

1. Assess- Risk factors- Do Observations 

2. Recognise- Deviation- Score 

3. Respond- Escalate- Document 

  

1. Assess - Risk Categories - Do Observations 6+1 (plus other 
observations depending on type of risk and frequency  required) 

At birth a risk assessment is carried out on all babies at birth. Depending on the risk category the baby 

fits into, this will determine the type and frequency of observations recorded. 
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Frequency and type of all vital signs and other observations will be tailored to suit the individual risk 

assessment category. 
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Example of a risk category: Instrumental birth 

 

Don’t forget to add these additional observation scores to the SUBTOTAL to come up with a TOTAL 

NEWS Newborn Early Warning Score 

 

Example of an observation recording 

Instrumental birth – vacuum and/or forceps, including forceps during caesarean section (risk for Subgaleal Haemorrhage)  

Perform at 4 hours •  

• At 1 and 4 hours post birth 

• Head circumference at birth 
and repeat if head swelling 
occurs 

 Any of the following: 

• Total vacuum extraction 
time less than 20 minutes 

• Up to 3 pulls 

• No or 1 cup detachment  

Attemped instrumental birth 

Perform at 2 and 4 hours or if 
concerned about baby 

−  

• At 1, 2, 4, 6, 8, 12 hours 
post birth 

• Head circumference at birth 
and repeat if head swelling 
occurs 

• For IMMEDIATE 
Neonatal/Paed review if: 

− HR > 160 bpm 

• Resp > 60 or  WOB 

X Any of the following 

• Total vacuum extraction 
time more than 20 
minutes 

• More than 3 pulls 

• 2 or more cup 
detachments 

Apgar < 7 @ 5 mins 

 At clinician’s request   

Signature: ...............................................  

Pager:
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2. Recognise- Deviation- Score 

 

 

 

 

3. Respond- Escalate- Document 

The Escalation pathway: 

⮚ Outlines actions to take when a total or single score indicates a deviation from the normal range. 

⮚ Provides a tiered clinical response to increasing abnormal NEW scores 

⮚ Enables appropriate timely response depending on degree of deviation from normal 
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Escalate concerns or changes if any observations, as a total or single parameter create a score. This 

indicates the baby is deviating from the normal range and requires closer monitoring and possible 

management. Remember your clinical judgement of concerns may override any score. 

 

Document 

Remember to record in the clinical notes: 

✔ Escalation of care/communication 

✔ Plan of care 

✔  Outcomes 

  

Modifications 

Example of charting and observations such as colour, to show use of modification tool 

Mark with an ‘x’ and join the crosses for colour to demonstrate trends.  

Add this score to total NEWS score 
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Modifications allow unnecessary repeated escalations to Neonatal Team if they are already aware of the 

situation and have already instigated some management, plan of action or treatment. E.g. in the case of 

known jaundice in a newborn that is already receiving phototherapy there is no need to escalate to the 

neonatal team for a review within 30 mins.  

The plan of care has been modified so that jaundice in the colour section does not keep triggering an 

escalation every time you record a set of observations. This modification will apply until phototherapy has 

been discontinued. 

 

Please refer to the full user guide for further detail on background and use of the Newborn Observation 

Chart that incorporates the Newborn Early Warning Score and reference 


