APPENDIX 5 - DECISION TREE FOR NASOGASTRIC TUBE

PLACEMENT CHECKS IN NEONATES

PAT/T17 w5

1 Check for signs of tube displacement (if not initial insertion) - -
2 Reposition or repass tube, if not initial insertion [ Aspirate obtained (0.2-1ml) I*
3 Aspirate using a syringe and gentie pressure

| Aspirate not obtained |

k.

DO NOT FEED
1 If possible, turn baby onto

hizgher side } : Aspirate obtained (0.2-1ml} I—

2 Re-aspirate
3 Check pH level

- - HCSW/NM stop at this point and refer to
I Aspirate not obtained qualified Nurse

N

DO NOT FEED ¥

1 Inject 1-2mil of air into the Teston pH strip or
tube using syringe : i . paper
2 Re-aspirate Aspirate obtained (0_2-1ml)

3 Check pH level
—[ pH & or above ]4—

Aspirate not obtained All HCSWS and
NN's to have pH
reading confirmed

by a qualified nurse
- before proceeding
to feed.

DO NOT FEED

1 Advance or retract the tube
1-2cms, if initial insertion, any
resistance. STOP

2 Re-aspirate 1
3 Check pH level
r/-;:mﬂou-. DO NOT FEED AND: \\ DOCUMENT
| 1 Consider waiting 15-30 minutes then 1 Measure |3"GFh_Df:beE
re-aspirate and document, if initial
Aspirate not obtained 2 Consider replacing or re-passing tube inserion
and re-aspirating 2 pH of aspirate
3 If still pH & or above, seek senior advice 3length of tube
ask about: advancementiretraction,
CAUTION: DO NOT FEED AND: « Medication if done
1 If initial insertion, consider replacing or - The tube  is it the same as that

re-passing tube
2 If tube in situ, seek senior advice,
3 Only consider chest and abdominal x-

documented on last x-ray and is the
lemgth the same.

nly = The feeding history
;E?D‘I::‘Cﬂm!f'i decisi 4 rationale » Balancing risks X
ument decisions and rationa 4 Only consider x-ray if timely | Proceed to feed

& Document decisions and rationale




